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Admissions 

Policy

Policy for Admission to Schools
The Governing Body of Park C.P. adopts the Local Authority’s Policy for Admission to Schools (as detailed fully in the annual Parents’ Guide to education services in Wrexham 2020/2021). The Governing Body applies the regulations on admissions fairly and equally to all those who wish to attend. The policy conforms to the regulations set out in the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 (Framework for Admissions 2000).  
Responsibility for Admission
The County Borough Council, as Local Authority (the LA) is responsible for determining the criteria and procedure for admissions, and for admissions to all community primary, secondary and special schools and voluntary controlled schools. The LA will consult annually with school governing bodies and the Diocesan Education Authorities in relation to admission criteria. 

Equality, Human Rights and Diversity 
Wrexham County Borough Council believes that equality is the cornerstone of what we do and that all individuals have a right to develop and achieve their full potential through the education system. 

Education and lifelong learning promote mutual respect - equipping everyone with an awareness of diversity and its value, to prepare them for a life in which every person, regardless of their background, beliefs, abilities and preferences can contribute to society, and feel that they belong. 

Not everyone has the same starting point in life and we recognise that socio-economic and other factors including negative stereotyping, prejudice and identity based bullying and harassment are barriers that can limit the life chances of many groups of people. We recognise the important role education has in raising aspirations and enabling the social mobility of people across the district. 

We recognise our obligations under the Equality Act 2010 and the Human Rights Act 1998 as employers, service providers and community leaders. We will work to advance equality, address inequalities, combat discrimination and promote good community relations for the benefit of the full spectrum of stakeholders within the education service, including: children, young people, head teachers, governing bodies, teaching and non-teaching staff, volunteers, parents and the wider community. 

The Authority will work to improve the life chances of all children in the district by removing barriers to educational attainment and personal development and will actively promote equality of opportunity for everyone. 

Where appropriate we will use Positive Action provisions, as permitted by the Equality Act 2010, to address deep rooted and stubborn inequalities that stifle many minority groups and will seek to improve attainment and progression for all pupils and learners. 
Aims and Objectives
1. We are an inclusive school and we welcome children from all backgrounds and abilities.
2. All applications will be treated on merit and in a sensitive manner.
3. The only restriction we place on entry is that of number. The standard number for admission in each year group is 45. If the number of children applying for entry exceeds the places available, The Local Authority’s Over Subscription Criteria will be applied. 
4. It is our aim to allow parents to have a place at the school of their choice however, this is not always possible, due to the excess demand on the school places available.
5. The level of ability of a child or any special educational needs plays no part in the admissions policy of this school. In the case of a child having additional/special educational needs, we request that parents discuss with the Governing Body, through the Headteacher and LA, if the facilities within the school are suitable in order to meet the child’s needs.
6. We will update our School Policy on an annual basis to reflect any changes made to the Local Authority’s Admission Policy.

Policy and Procedures for Admission to Schools

The County Borough Council, as Local Authority (the LA), is responsible for determining the policy and procedure for admissions, and for the admission of all pupils to community primary, secondary and special schools and voluntary controlled schools. The LA will consult annually with school governing bodies and the Diocesan Education Authorities in relation to any changes in admission arrangements and published criteria. 

The governing bodies of aided and foundation schools are responsible for determining the over subscription criteria and procedure arrangements for admissions, and for the admission of pupils to their schools. The LA will consult and co-operate with the governing bodies and the Diocesan Education Authorities in relation to admissions. 

The LA will comply with statutory requirements and will give full recognition to the expression of parental preference and in the case of sixth form admissions, to the expression of a preference by a young person, in the context of its duty to ensure the provision of effective education and the efficient use of education resources. The LA will admit pupils up to the admission number of each school and will not refuse applicants for a particular school unless that school has reached its admission number, that being the number that can be admitted to a school in any one year group. 

If we do not offer a child a place at this school, it is because the increase in numbers would adversely affect the education of our current pupils. 

When a parent gives fraudulent or intentionally misleading information in order to obtain a place at a school for their child, the LA reserves the right to withdraw the offer of a place. Where a place is withdrawn, the application may be resubmitted and if refused, the parent is entitled to appeal against the decision. 

Admission Procedure 
The annual admission procedure, applicable to the relevant age group, includes the following stages: 
· publication of information on individual schools (school prospectuses) and on the LA’s services to the primary and secondary schools (this guide); 
· arrangements to enable parents to express preferences as to which school they would wish their children to attend and in the case of sixth form admissions, expression of a preference by a young person; 
· consideration of preferences by the LA/Admission Authority in accordance with the published 
· admissions criteria and in compliance with preferences up to the admission number for each school; 
· in cases where preferences are not met, parents may discuss the matter with the Admissions Officer of the Children and Young People Service and, in the event of no agreement being reached, to appeal to an independent appeals panel. The right to appeal does not apply at nursery stage. 

Notes 
If two parents cannot agree on a preference of school, they must seek independent legal advice, and if necessary, an appropriate court order, before submitting their single application to the LA. 

Parents who express a preference other than at the normal stages/phases of admission will be given the same opportunities as those outlined under Policy and Procedures for Admission to Schools. Normally, a change in school can only be effected at the beginning of a school term but changes arising from exceptional circumstances maybe effected during the course of a school term. 

Admissions Timetable
The closing date for receipt of completed Admission Forms (to the Local Authority) is as follows:
Secondary

awaiting date
Reception

awaiting date
Nursery

awaiting date
See: The annual Parents’ Guide to Education Services in Wrexham 2020/21 www.wrexham.gov.uk for a full timetable relating to admissions.

Equal Preferences 
All preferences received will be considered on the basis of equal preferences. This means parents will be able to express a number of preferences that will be considered in the same way without reference to a preference ranking. Where we are able to offer more than one school, we will offer the parent their highest ranked school that can be offered and withdraw all lower ranked offers. Late applications will continue to be considered after those that have been received by the published closing date. Expressing a preference does not guarantee a place at your chosen community or voluntary controlled school, especially if that school is over-subscribed. If more parents apply for places at the school than the number of places available, the Authority will apply the over-subscription criteria for allocating places. 
Admission Arrangements 
The LA will comply with its duty to provide an effective education system and in so doing, will have regard to the total resources, including accommodation and staffing, available to each school. It will consider the resource implications for the Authority and the impact on other education policies. 

They are subject to: 

· the LA’s obligation to ensure that a pupil with a Statement of Special Educational Need is admitted to a school able to meet those needs; 

· the LA’s obligation to comply with the limitation on infant class size legislation; 

· the LA’s obligation to ensure the provision of effective education and the efficient use of resources; and any limitation which may arise in relation to a particular school resulting from the application of the admission number, which is the number of children that can be admitted to each year group during the school year. 

Over-Subscription Criteria 
In considering parental preferences, the criteria will be applied unless the LA has agreed with an individual governing body an alternative order of priority, as published in the school’s prospectus. Where more parents have expressed a preference for a school in a particular year than there is room for, over-subscription criteria will be applied in the following rank order: 

1. Looked After Children, or previously looked after children; 

2. Children who have exceptional medical, or educational needs (additional learning needs), which in the opinion of the Admissions Authority justify admission to a particular school; 

3. Children for whom the preferred school is the nearest suitable school to the pupil’s home address, giving higher priority to pupils who also meet criteria (4) below; 

4. Children who have a sibling attending the school on 1st September 2019; 

Other children for whom criteria 1-4 above do not apply. If there are more applications than places a ‘tie breaker’ will be applied and the places will be allocated in distance order giving priority to those living nearest to the school, the LA consistently uses distances that are meas​ured on a GIS mapping system. (Please note, any child for whom the school is named in a statement of special educational needs will be admitted before the application of the over-subscription criteria). 
Review:

This policy will be reviewed on an annual basis and sooner in the light of any changed circumstances in the school or local area.
This Policy has been equality impact assessed and is compliant with the Equality Act 2010. All protected characteristics have been considered including age, disability, gender reassignment, race, religion or belief, gender, sexual orientation, pregnancy or maternity, marriage or civil partnership, poverty and carers with no impact determined. A copy of this policy in another language (e.g. Welsh) is only available on request. (September 2020).

Adopted by the staff and ratified by the Governing Body.
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Headteacher: R L Billington





Date: September 2020





Date for Review: Autumn 2021









